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By JOHN KENDRICK BANGS.

First printing of an original poem, written datly
for The Washington Hersld.

THE WISE OLD OWL.
No wonder Mister Owl
Is dubbed a wise old fowl!
He has but phrases two—

“TO WHIT! TO WHOO!

TO WHIT! TO WHOO!
He calls the whole night through—
The which all lovers true

Will bravely do

If they've the wit to woo.
(Copyright, I98.)

The fall of Erzetum seems to be worrying the
prohibitionists.

And Republicans right now are still trying to
get at the root of it

No witnesses were heard against Mr. Brandeis

yesterday. We are waiting to hear why.

John Armstrong Chaloner is in Washington to
prove that he is sane, and who can refrain from
gdmiring him for 4t?

The Turks seem to have been hard hit when
Erzerum fell. There has always been something
funny about that name.

There is no need to puzzle over why some of
the schoo! children are celebrating George Wash-
ington’s Birthday a week ahead of time.

Those persons who are listening for word from
the West Indies are respectiully referred back

four years. Who will set the stage and how?
A\ man who i3 suspected of attempting to poison
a large number of guests at a banquet s writing

taunting notes notes to the police. [It's too bad!

Farl Kitchener's explanation of the Zeppelin
attacks on England would be much more impres-

sive

it they included plans of repulsing the Ger-

mans hercailer

Germany must be given credit for one thing.

Sl s yuite nsistent that the legality of the Lusi-
tamia murders shall be recognized before she
comnitls an morc.

has released two Germans

The United States
who appealed from a decision holding them on an
Go right to it, only don't

carry bombs coming ashore.

interned German ship.

Capt. McKean, U'. 8. A, told the Naval Com-
mitter of the House that the United States navy
to date. And mean person will

scek to disabuse the captain’s muind.

15 up yet soume

Flihu Root's speech before the New York Re-
publican State convention has aroused widespread
comment and speculation. Put it down as a mas-

terful Republican appeal and let it go at that.

Seeretary of Commerce Redfield has expressed
his opinion regarding the American merchant ma-
rine in a letter to a friend, and his remarks merely
whet the public mind as to his views on the pend-
ing bill providing for public ownership and opera-
tion.

The people of the District are still waiting for
those candidates for delegates to the national con-
to declare Of course the
voters are all for the right, but who can tell today
who stapds for the principles or the candidates
that the Stalwarts of the District are Insisting

vention themselves.

upon’?

Mrs. Clara G. Foster, a wealthy widow, of
Portsmouth, Ohio, who was jailed for refusal to
pay $100 fine for violation sanitary reg-
ulations, began a hunger strike in her cell there
yesterday. She says she is a martyr and is being
persecuted. Just as an offhand guess, without
knowing anything of the merits of the lady’s case,
we take her side of it. Somebeody is trying to put
something over on her in this leap year.

of

Here is a part of the official declaration of
Gov. McCall, Senators Lodge and Weeks and
W. Murray Crane at the April primaries for the
four Massachusetts delegates to the national con-
vention: “Whatever committal any one of us may
have been under to any particular candidate for
the Presidency, has been wholly released and can-
celed. Ii the Republicans of the Commonwealth
see fit to commission us, we shall endeavor to the
best of our ability to secure such action b; the
convention as shall seem at the time most likely
to umify the party and restore the country to Re-
publican control.” Surely no regular need worry.

Curiously, the fight against th® Brandeis nom-
ination is begun in Washington by one of the
most fanatical opponents of railroad rate increases
in the country, and, at the same time, Mr. Bran-
deis 1s rrcsc_nlcd to the people as altogether too
much ol a friend of the railroad interests,

Was there ever a man who aroused such violent
differences of opinion?—Springfield Republican,

(Copright, 196, by the MeClure Newspuper Syndieste.)

The situatien which existed when President
Wilson, in January, 1014, laid before Congress
his program for legislation supplementary to the
Sherman law, was misconceived by him and by

Congress. Expert students of the subject cor-
rectly understood it but the politicians of the coun-
try were all mixed up about it. The wonder is
that the President, who presumably wished to
take a correct position, failed so signally in his
cfforts,

The decisions of the Supreme Court in 1911,
in the Standard Oil case and the Tobacco Trust
case, had made evident the force of the Sherman
law with respect to its power to repress the great
trusts and monopolies. The decisions ot the court
in those two cases went to the full limit of legal
power in denouncing and condemning the practices
of those great trusts and thefr disruption was com-
manded by the court. In repeated decisions of
the Supreme Court rendered subsequently, the
power of the Sherman law to repress trusts and
monopolies has been reiterated again and again.

Unfortunately, however, the decisions of the
court ordering the disruption of the Standard Oil
Trust and the Tobacco Trust and the restoration
of competitive conditions in each of the great in-
dustries in which those trusts were dominant
proved to be miscarriages of justice. The Supreme
Court did its full duty, but the administration then
in power failed to dd its duty. The country justly
denounced the manner in which the administration,
through the Department of Justice, carried out the
mandate of the Supreme Court. The dissolution
of the Standard Oil Trust and the dissolution of
the Tobacco Trust proved in each instance to be
a farce and a burlesque. These dissolutions were
carried out, with the consent of the administra-
tion, in such a manner that in each of the two
industries affected, the wvarious companies into
which the two great trusts were divided were left
under the same control as they had been before
such dissolutions, and, moreover, the disintegrated
companies were of such huge magnitude that no
independent competitor having a capital ordinarily
sufficient for the purpose could, or can, dare to
compete. Widespread indignation resulted and
found reflection in the national platform of the
Democratic party adopted at the Baltimore con-
vention in 1912. The framers of that platform,
having before them the almost universal protests
of the community against the farcical dissolutions
of the Standard Oil and the Tobacco Trusts laid
the blame for these results upon the supposed in-
sufficiency of the Sherman law. The plank on this
subject reads as follows:

“We regret that the Sherman anti-trust law has
received a judicial construction depriving it of
much of its efficiency, and we favor the enactment
of legislation which will restore to the statute the
strength of which it has been deprived by such in-
terpretations.”

As a matter of fact, neither the Sherman law
itseli nor the Supreme Court in its interpretation
was in any wise to blame. The fault rested entirely
with the improper manner in which the Depart-
ment of Justice acted in carrying out the decrees
of the Supreme Court. Under this misconception,
the framers of the Democratic platform demanded
additional legislation to make the Sherman law
more drastic.

This misconception was aggravated and the
situation greatly confused by the fact that while
the politicians were clamoring for the Sherman law
to be made more drastic, moderate-sized business
throughout the country was complaining that the
Sherman law had made impossible co-operative
agreements intended to prevent wasteful and de-
structive competition. For it is a fact that although
the Sherman law was originally aimed sotety at
the repression of the great trusts, the courts had
so interpreted it as to make it include the prohibi-
tion of every kind of co-operative effort upon the
part of moderate-sized business units.

The situation which thus followed was that, on
the one hand, the politicians, with loud acclaim,
but wholly without just basis, were clamoring that
the Sherman law should be made more drastic;
while, on the other hand, the plain business in-
terests of the country, neither aiming at monopoly
nor having the power to become monopolies, were
demanding some relief from a law which compelled
them against their will to enter into uneconomic
and senseless competition.

President Wilson, in an attempt, undoubtedly
honest, to meet this situation, presented to Con-
gress in January, 1014, his program. Its substance
was a two-fold recommendation; first, that the
Sherman law should be made more explicit by
definition, and, second, that a trade commission
should be established which would give to the bus-
iness men of the country “advice, definite guidance
and information.”

In ncither of these recommendations did the
President properly meet the situation. Competent
students of the subject, by a mere reading of the
decisions of the courts, could have told the Pres-
ident that there was neither any necessity for the
Sherman law to be made more drastic nor any
need that it should be made more explicit. The
President was misled by the popular phrase that
moderate-sized business “did not know what it
could do or what it could not do.” As a matter
of fact, the law had become so drastic, through
the decisions of the courts, that moderate-sized
business could not do anything at all in the nature
of co-operative activity. What was really needed
was a recommendation for a sensible discrimination
in the Sherman law so that its power could con-
tinue to be exerted for the repression of trusts and
monopolies but not in such a way as to hamper

and restrict the honest effort of moderate-sized
business for sensible co-operalion and the a\‘oid-l
ance of wasteful and “cut-throat” competition.
The second recommendation had in it the possi-
i bility of usefulness. Moderate-sized* business did!
|in fact need definite advice and guidance, provided
Ilhat such advice and guidance were coupled with
the power to give to moderate-sized business the
right to make sensible efforts at co-operation.
| However this may be, the fact is that Congress,

{and children and other helpless
jare drowned to have it establishe

W ignored it. In the Trade Commission law
Congress established a tribunal -vithout the slight-
est power to give advice or guidance and without
even the suggestion of any power to give to mod-
erate-sized business the right to conduct.its af-
fairs upon lines of sensible co-operation.

President Wilson has said:

_“Congress has sought, in the Trade Commission
bill and in the Clayton bill, to make men in a
small way of business as free to succeed as men
in a big way.”

These two laws have now been in existence
for more than a year. Can any one say that they
have contributed in the slightest degree towards
improving the conditions which existed before
they were enacted? Have not the President and
the Congress entirely misconceived the sitnation?

Personal Influences.

By JOHN 1. BARRY,
Several years ago two friends that I had known

for a large part of my life bdcame engaged. It
was interesting and a little amusing to see them
together, After a long acquaintance they had sud-
denly and greatly to their own astonishment, fal-
len in love. During the first few months of their
engagement there was a certain strangeness in
their attitude toward each other. It was as if they
were becoming acquainted all over again. Though
they were happy, the strangeness caused each
other some unecasiness.

Now those two haye been married so long that
it scems as though they had always been married.
In their attitude toward one another there is no
hint of strangeness. It is plain that they have
reached complete understanding. They do not,
even vaguely or remotely, cause each other uneasi-
ness. They have settled down. They are at home
with one another, natural, wholesome. To their
friends, they are an everyday, contented pair. But
they are really much more. They enjoy a solid
happiness, which makes the foundation of their
practical and serene life together. In their union
cach gives the sense of being iree.

So often, among marriad people, onc misses
this kind of adjustmert, even where the marriage
is what we call successful or happy. Ome of the
two partners, perhaps each, is likely to appear to
better advantage when away from the other. It
is plain then that the two natures do not har-
monize. There is interference and limitation.

What happens in marriage we may see going
on in all our social relations, though perhaps not
so conspicuously. For those we associate with
both influence us and by us are influenced. No
matter how subtle the efect may be, it produces
distinct results. It cither gives or it limits free-
dom. Fortunate are those who put others at
ease. Always they sce others at their best receiv-
ing in return as much freedom as the others can
give. For just as the more one limits, the more
one is limited, so the more ficedom one gives, the
more one is given,

This matter goes deeper than the will, how-
cver, deeper even than character.
We all know people who make
us feel at our best. They are not necessarily gen-
erous or sympathetic. It merely happens that in
them some mysterious force is at work that we
find beneficent. Often we think that we can ex-
plain it. But when the explanation is made there
still remains the mystery. ‘There are thesc that
make us gay and those that make us depressed,
those that make us talk and those that soothe.
Nearly always, consciouzly or unconsciously, the
soothing people arc closest to our hearts. They
give us a blessed relief from mere words. Sonie-
times they give us a relicr from thought. They
make a far deeper appeal than the stimulating
people, who, for a time, enable us to think that we
are clever. For the indulgence »f our vanity, too
often we pay with fatigue and disillusiominent.

It is largely
temperamental.

Somehow the soothing people inspirs us with
the sense of reality. After all, what is best in us
lies far beneath the surface chatter of Life. Un-
fortunately, where we fail so woefully is by not
profiting by their example. 1f they can make us
feel at our best, if they can actually bring out our
best, why cannot we have the same cffect
others? ’

on

Poker in London.

A London magistrate has decided that poker
is “a pernicious game.” He is right—it 1s per-
nicious the way it is played in the British capital.
Poker is a gamc of joy in America. It is one
of the two national games. It is to indoor sports
what bascball is in outdoor sports. In this favored
land it is played according to Schenck, but in Lon-
don they play it according to their own foolish
ideas. In other words the game in London is not
poker at all; it is a British game and they call it
poker.

Here is a sample of the way the gamc is played
over there. The story was told by a traveler who
recently fled from London. 1In a game of poker
a Briton was drawing to a flush of four cards, He
called for one, and it was dealt to him, but the
man who was ﬂ:ckmg ug the cards and making up
the deck for the next deal took it, and when the
Briton came to bet he had only four cards. He
was allowed to ﬁl“ them and won a good pot on
a four-card flush. No wonder the Amecican fled.
Also they play the hand called a kilter, nine high
and deuce low, with no straight or flush to draw
to, a worthless hand in fact, and yet John Bull
permits it to beat three of a kind. -

In London, too, they play with a joker and
allow the man who holds it to call it anything he
pleases. Which means that one can hold five of a
kind. If the King sits into the game he merely
announces what he has and takes in the pot if
what he says he has beats the other hands. If the
King calls, it is not good form to raise the bet.
That kind of a game is worse than the splits in
faro. The magistrate is right—poker is pernicious
in Lgndou; it also i1s maddening—New York Tele-
graph.

All Alike to Submarines,

After Germiany, under its new submarine policy,
torpedocs merchantmen of enemy countries, what
consolation will it be to the relatives of women
dpassen ers who
: “that the vessel
was unarmed, as may casily be the case if visit
and search are neglected? The Lusitania dead
cannot be brought to life, and for doplomatic pur-
poses for a while the Lusitania was represented

;:s tti:arryin‘_guns for ilik'fg:““hawgo”l The
{testimony was perjured, but t differen i
‘shat make?—New York,Word, e 4]

The McClure

\ l where the fighting beat back and
forth between the two capitals,
fortune showed another face
There the federal commanders were
outgencraled and beaten

N the East, meanwhile, in Virginia. |

Commander.
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such fashion as presently made him
the foremost soldier of his time.

He was already distingulshed. Since
& lad he had served in the armies.of
the United States, loving the Unlon
and serving It In the spirit he had
taken from his father

SEEN AND HEA
BY GEORGE MINER

Special Correspondent of The Washington Hersid.

iCopyright, 1815, by the MeClure Newspaper Srmdieste.

New York. Feb. I18—1 wonder how |stalks for & month or two in some Mg
many people know that there ie not &' hole or pond. This steeping process
yard of linen manufactured in the United | can be done In & tank Indoors. some-
Btates, or at jeast there was not untll|thing like the wats Iu & tanmery. The
within a few weeks sgo. | Process takes omly four hours, while

|

Also 1 wonder if one persom In & hun-|in Ireland they never think of Fleep-
dred thoussnd knows why It is not made | ing for less than four weeks

here. As  the advertisements Sa¥. "Of course, in Ireland, where they
“there's a reason,” but, happily, that|have so many bogs that sre of ne use
reason s now remeved.

for anything else, they wi probabry
not sdopt this new :MC:L
has furnished them steeping plants
already at hand and se why go to Lhe
upcfnn of bullding artificial ones®

‘U L

“There are two million acres dt""b!ﬂdj
to the raising of flax in this country.”
sald Myr. William J. Robinson, the presi-
dent and moving spirit of the American
Linen company. “The only benefit de-

Nuture

course the war has et ngs
rived from this crop is from the flax- in Europe so that it is h.ro“u “ut:m
seed from which linseed oil i# made. The |the industrial future of any one of the

Mux stema or stalks are burned up by
the farmers 1o gol them oul of the way

countrics ls going 1o be, and that makes
our opportunity all thegbetier for start-

Norfolk,
Easlgn H, A. Ward, w Maine

Ensign Rasymond Asserson,
Great Lakes, [I0
Ensign Z. W, Wicks, w Sacramenio,
MAHRINE ORPS
Capt. E. H. Els, sppointed aidedecamp to the
major genera] commandant.
C. H. Lyman, to navy wvard, Boston for

traiping  station,

to temporary dutly
Becond Lieut. J. A. Grar, to Marine Barracks
Mere lsland.

G. A. Johnsom, to navy yard,

Ouvalry, is attached to the Arvistion Bection of
the Bignal as an sviation student, and will
report st San

Ool. Cunliffe H, Murmy, Ninth Caralry, is v
lieved from duty in the Philippive Islands snd
Francisco,

C. tiorgas, surgeon geoceral, s extended
three dars

Leave of absence for two davs is graoted First
Lisut. Dawson Olmstead. Third Fleld Artillers.
First Lieut. Prank P. Stooe, dents! surgeon,
now on leave of sbsence al the Letterman Gen-
en) Hogpital, the Presidio of Saz Fmaciscs, will

All the winter through, aince Lhe The men whe h It is from these stems or stalks that |ing s - -

" Ad served with him & new industry bhere. W o
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" ] . : . .
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quality of genius the Army of the Po-!fore Virginia had acted. to General|!lons of dollars worth of flax stem®|order and shortly sfterward Americsn
tomac was to learn until it had had | Blajr, who brought him Mr. Lincoin's | been left to go to waste” linenn will be on the market again for
its ML Ioﬂor of the command of an army of “Because they couldn’'t adopt 1he |ihe first time since our revolutionsry

He was son to famous Lighthorse | gtigck. method of steeping Lhe flax stems in |grandmothers used to spin the fas |,
Harry Lee of the old days of the Revo-| I told him.” he said, “as candidly | this counery that they have in Ire- [front of the open kitchen fire and weave
lutlen. but showed little of the dash- | and courteously as 1 could, that|land and other parts of Europe, where [ihe homesuun (hat our sranddaddies w
Ing soldier In his person and bearing. | though opposed to secession and de- | they soak them In bogs and sireame® |for centuries befors cotton war km""u'
He showed, rather, the modesty and| precating war, 1 could take no part inlIf they did it here it would pollute land became king to drive sristocratic
unaffected gentle breeding of the old | gy {nvasion of the Southern States™ the water and kill the fish and 0 on. [linen into exile in poor oid Ireland
southern tralning, seemed never Lo It was this quiet man, of clear prin- | The gavernment would not allow it | B s Vi -
stand for show but always for qulet| eiple, with & sentiment for his own|(h, it has been tried all right, bur | HISTOR
principle, making those who dealt with | people which was fer him a thing as | found impractical. and so the stalks| Y BUHDERS.
him feel that he was a Christian a8 | sirong and imperative as principle, | were burned The same thing has ]
well as & gentleman, and felt the com- | who now found himself in chief mm..!h.pmned that happened to collonseed. | .
pulsion of nothing so much as the|mand against the army he might have | Don't forget that it was only w few How the Pacific Roads Made History
dictates of duty and honor. led. years ago that cottonseed was =il | By Dr. E. J. EDW |

But, for all he was so simple and — burned up by the Southern planters| . Jhoyt il ARDN.
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|  *“Well, what happened to save the | Massachusetta in the United States sen-
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